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Abstract 
 
The study presents two species of defoliating insects found in parks and ornamental gardens. These species are less 
known in our country and belong to Crambidae family. The study shows: the mode of attack, the unaesthetic 
appearance of the attacked plants in the landscape, the possibilities and difficulties to control these species of insects. 
The larvae of Cydalima perspectalis Walker are voracious and consume the leaves of Buxus plants. The larvae of 
Palpita vitrealis Rossi attack in groups Ligustrum plants until they defoliate them. Both species affect the decorative 
value of the plants up to their elimination from the landscape. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Trees, flowers and plants' pests produce 
considerable damages by decreasing the plants' 
ornamental value and also by changing the 
urban areas' microclimate. The climate changes 
throughout the last years, excessive drought 
and also heavy rain, the great amount of 
imported plants and flowers as a result of the 
urban areas surfaces' growth favored pests from 
parks and ornamental gardens and their 
aggressiveness' growth by enlarging the host 
plants' circle. 
The present project's purpose is to analyze the 
impact of two defoliating Crambidae species 
(less known in our country) upon some plants' 
species frequently encountered in parks and 
ornamental gardens from urban areas and these 
pests' destruction methods starting from pest 
control difficulties. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
Following visual observation done in parks and 
green areas throughout Bucharest, during 2010-
2013 two species of lepidopters were spotted. 
They are less known in our country: plants' 
moth of Buxus (Cydalima perspectalis Walker) 
on buxus plants Buxus sempervirens and green 
olives' moth (Palpita vitrealis Rossi) on dog 
wood plants  (Lygustrum vulgare).  Samples 
were taken from the attacked plants and 

Lepidoptera species' larvae were also taken, in 
order to grow them in laboratory conditions. 
On species' level, the laboratory obtained adults 
were identified using the morphological criteria 
(wing, genital part). Also, in the case of the two 
Lepidoptera species, photos were taken 
concerning their attack method and concerning 
their development stages. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
Cydalima (Diaphania) perspectalis Walker 
(1859) is a Lepidoptera species belonging to 
the Crambidae family,  native from East Asia 
(Korycinska and Eyre, 2011). In Europe, moth 
was for the first time signaled in Germany in 
2007. In 2010 it was present in Switzerland, 
Austria, Great Britain and Liechtenstein. In 
2011 it was also signaled in Belgium and 
Hungary (Szlekely et al., 2011). In Bucharest in 
2010 it was signaled by Maria Iamandei, and in 
2011 by Levente Szekely and his colleagues 
signal it in the north-eastern part of Bucharest. 
It has been observed by us on Buxus 
sempervirens plants, in the north of Bucharest, 
in a private garden in the summer of 2010. In 
the spring of 2012 (april - may) young larvae 
were collected and bred in captivity, obtaining 
determined adults. In 2013, this moth was seen 
on a buxus green fence from Her str u park, 
near a children's playground zone (Figure 1). 
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